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take into account his suitability, his skill, his preference and
the like. Only then will the comrade have the satisfaction that
his service makes a contribution to the party. Party work is
not something to be performed as a soulless routine. Communist
discipline does not mean mere obedience to orders.
Like me, two or three other comrades have been engaged in a
tussle with the provincial committee. They are experienced men,
seasoned workers and are equal to the comrades who happen
to occupy positions of leadership in the provincial committee.
Not having the courage to impose a certain decision on them,
a responsible comrade of the provincial committee has most
treacherously subjected me to it. Nevertheless, this is not the
issue at present.
Till this moment, I have been a full time worker of the Commu-
nist Party. In private conversations, I have even been asked:
"Are you really a Communist?" I am not qualified to answer
such questions. Now it has been conveyed to me that there is
no food for me in the commune. Therefore, while I propose to
stay here, I do not intend to eat. This has nothing to do with the
technique of struggle known as fasting. I do not propose to
eat till it is finally decided whether I get food here or not. You
can give my action whatever name you want.
"The name for it is 'cussed obstinacy'," said a comrade very
angrily. Another comrade broke out into English and said with
great emotion :* "This is rank individualism. It will lead to anarchy.
We should do nothing to encourage this trend." Every other member
expressed his own view on my case.
What I write here in this connection is not a word-by-word record
of the discussion that took place. I am giving in my own words the
views that were expressed at the meeting. However, the language
and the tone of some comrades still echo in my ears.
Among those who spoke was R.K. Kannan, a comrade whom
I regarded with affection and respect.3 Comrade Kannan was known
to everybody inside the Communist Party. He had not been publi-
cized outside. A well-read man and an outstanding Marxist thinker,
he was a fine example of a communist "intellectual." He had a deep
interest in art, literature and music and he respected artists, writers,
and musicians. While not a "platform orator,," he could debate
issues with great skill and for days together at a personal level. He